THE   CAMPAIGN   OF   TRAFALGAR
Antigua on iath June. Where was Villeneuve
now ? One piece of information was sufficient
tor Mm ; the troops taken by Villeneuve from
Guadeloupe had been brought back in the
frigates and had disembarked. That was enough,
and having landed his own troops at Antigua,
Nelson was off after Villeneuve with eleven of
the line and only four days astern. On 18th June
the rival fleets were less than 200 miles apart,
but from then onwards their courses diverged,
Villeneuve making for Ferrol and Nelson for
Cape St. Vincent with the idea of cutting Vil-
leneuve off from Cadiz. Nelson was off the
Cape on i yth July, but could gain no news from
the frigate he had sent forward to Lisbon, and
therefore put into Gibraltar, where he went
ashore for the first time after 721 days at sea.
He left again within four days, and just off Tarifa
was met by the Termagant sloop with important
news.
Before leaving the West Indies, Nelson had sent
the brig Curieux to England with despatches and
she had caught up and passed Villeneuve's fleet
on igth June. Her captain,, Edmund Bettesworth,
had carefully noted Villeneuve's course and posi-
tion and had then raced home as fast as possible.
Realising the tremendous importance of his dis-
cover}'., Bettesworth had jumped into a post-
chaise as soon as he reached Plymouth^ and just
before midnight on 8th July, had *6 rattled up
to the door of the Admiralty." Sir Charles
!\Cddleton3 Lord Barham, the new First Lord
and late Comptroller of the Navy, a man of great
organising ability, had at once divined from
Bettesworth's news that Villeneuve could not be